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INTRODUCTION 
 
As part of Envision Carlsbad Phase 2, a 2 ½ hour workshop was held on March 10, 2011 beginning 
at 6:00 P.M. at the City of Carlsbad Senior Center.  Approximately 85 community members 
participated.  Input obtained during the workshop will be considered during the General Plan 
update process.  The objectives of the workshop included: 

 Identifying the cultural core of the Barrio and location of other important sites and 
features 
 

 How to enhance the neighborhood’s culture and identity 

 Where to locate new multifamily housing to meet the city’s Housing Element goals 

 How tall should new housing be 

 What other land uses are desirable 

 How to improve connections to the beach and adjacent neighborhoods 

 How to improve bicycle and pedestrian circulation 

 How to improve street character/streetscape 

The workshop was announced through media release, the city’s website, and direct mailing to 
residents and property owners within the Barrio neighborhood and within 600’ of the 
neighborhood. The workshop consisted of a short presentation on workshop objectives and 
background material, followed by three facilitated small-group exercises focused on the 
objectives listed above.  

This summary report includes: 

 A summary of the common themes that were expressed by workshop participants 

 The notes and a copy of the maps from each of the nine small-group tables 

 A copy of the comment forms received at the end of the workshop 

 A copy of a letter received the day after the workshop (dated March 11, 2011, from 
Richard Norman, addressed to Gary Barberio, Community and Economic Development 
Director) 
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SUMMARY 
CULTURAL AND HISTORIC CHARACTER 

Identifying the cultural “core” and other important sites/features 

In general, workshop participants identified the cultural core of the Barrio as being bounded by 
Oak Avenue, Chestnut Avenue, Harding Street and Roosevelt Street. Within this broader area, 
some groups saw the area directly around Walnut Avenue and Roosevelt Street (surrounded by 
Lola’s, Ramirez House and other older buildings) as the core, while others saw the Pine Park and 
Chase Field as the primary community amenities and the core of the Barrio. One group did not 
see the need to identify a Barrio core—this group felt that the Village forms the core for the 
Barrio.  

In regard to other important sites and features, most groups identified Lola’s, Pine Park, Chase 
Field, the Senior Center, and the Barrio Museum. 

How to Improve the Barrio?  

Groups offered a variety of ideas to improve the Barrio. Most groups felt that more should be 
done to preserve significant older buildings and to repair or demolish buildings in poor condition. 
In addition, streetscape improvements, signage and community activities (such as a fiesta, street 
fairs and concerts in the park) were offered as suggestions. Many groups indicated that the Barrio 
Museum needs to be repaired/upgraded.  However, one group indicated that city money should 
not be directed toward a private museum; if city money is used to upgrade the museum it should 
be a public museum.  

LAND USE OPPORTUNITIES 

Location/height of new multifamily housing  

Two out of nine groups felt that the Barrio should not have additional higher density/multifamily 
housing. A couple of other groups had a mixed response—some people in the group not wanting 
more multifamily housing and some people not opposed to it.  However, most groups were either 
supportive of more multifamily housing or were at least willing to identify preferable locations for 
such housing.  One group indicated that the Barrio had not seen investment in the past decade, 
and higher densities were needed to foster economic revitalization and upgrading and/or re-use 
of existing buildings. 

Generally, most groups indicated the higher density multifamily housing should be located along 
the freeway (east of Harding) and near the railroad.  Some groups also indicated an appropriate 
area for such housing would be the area north of Jefferson Elementary School, south of Chestnut, 
and between the railroad and Roosevelt Street/Magnolia Avenue.  Several groups indicated that 
apartments would not be preferable, but townhomes, condominiums or row homes would be 
more preferable.   Most groups felt that the geographically central portion of the Barrio—
bounded by Pine Avenue, Magnolia Avenue, Roosevelt Street and Harding Street—would not be 
a preferable location for new multifamily housing and should generally have lower densities. 
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Some groups indicated that more senior housing was needed (particularly near the Senior Center 
and Pine Park).   

In terms of building heights, seven groups specified appropriate building heights and/or number 
of building stories. Generally, there was a mix of support for two stories maximum up to three or 
four stories maximum.  Some groups that preferred two stories also indicated a maximum height 
of 35 feet, and some who supported three to four stories indicated a maximum height of 45 feet.  
Most of the groups that supported three to four stories also specified that those heights would be 
appropriate for multifamily or mixed use development along the freeway or railroad (in the areas 
where multifamily housing was identified as appropriate).  Several groups indicated that the 
central Barrio area should have a two-story and 35 feet maximum.      

Other Uses 

In terms of other desired land uses, a common theme was that the city should “complete Pine 
Park.” In addition, several groups indicated support for mixed use development along Roosevelt 
Street and Harding Street.  There was a range of other desired land uses identified, including 
community garden, community pool, and a skate park.  There was some mention of a desire for 
more retail, such as along the freeway and Roosevelt north of Walnut, but there was also 
opposition to any additional retail, because of perceived potential traffic and parking issues and 
some felt the Village provides sufficient shopping opportunities. 

Parking 

The issue of parking came up repeatedly. Most groups felt that the Barrio was under-parked. A 
variety of suggestions were offered, dealing with both private and public parking. These included 
eliminating or reducing parking requirements for narrow lots, allowing tandem parking to be 
counted, and restriping streets to include diagonal parking or even along medians, to increase 
parking availability in the neighborhood.  

CONNECTIVITY AND STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 

There was near unanimity among the participants that connections to the surroundings—
especially the beach—need to be enhanced, and streetscapes need to be improved for 
appearance as well as pedestrian safety. Almost everyone agreed that an underpass/overpass at 
Chestnut Avenue across the railroad tracks is desirable, with some mentioning that the needs of 
seniors in accessing this connection should be considered, and sidewalks leading to the 
connection improved. 

Participants agreed that many of the streets are wide, and traffic speeds quickly through the 
neighborhood. Traffic calming was a popular solution, with several groups mentioning use of 
additional roundabouts/circles. Undergrounding utilities, adding more street lights, planting 
consistent street trees, and adding/improving sidewalks all got multiple mentions. There was 
some mention of need for additional bikeways and one group mentioned small buses/shuttles 
catering to the mobility needs of senior citizens was needed.  
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TABLE NOTES AND MAPS 
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TABLE 1 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core” -  Pine Park and 
Chase Field 

 Important features: 
o Lola’s 
o Museum 

 High density north of Jefferson 
Elementary (from tracks to Jefferson St), 
including the large parcels in the 
southwest 

 Mixed use along freeway – 3 to 4 stories 
 Restaurants along Chestnut Ave 
 Food concessions at ballpark 
 Update Barrio Museum 
 Community garden 
 Pool 

 Decorative, pedestrian friendly 
walkway along Roosevelt St and 
Chestnut Ave 

 Safe railroad crossing at Chestnut 
Ave 

 Traffic circles for calming 
 Agree with streetscape 

recommendations of other groups 
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TABLE 2 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core”: 

 One group favored the 
intersection of Walnut Ave 
and Roosevelt St. That 
COULD become the core, IF 
the buildings were fixed up.  

o Others thought that Chase 
Field, Pine Park and the 
Senior Center represent the 
core of the Barrio. This area 
is significant to the region, 
not just the Barrio. 

 Two areas for high density 
housing/mixed use (45’ height max; 3 
stories):   

 East of Harding St between Oak and 
Pine avenues 

 Between Roosevelt St/Magnolia 
Ave and the railroad tracks, south of 
Chestnut Ave/north of Anchor Way. 

 35’ max – all other areas 

 More flexibility on housing density 

 Condos preferred over apartments 

 Prefer no underground parking 

 Community gardens 

 There has not been much investment 
in Barrio in the last 20 years, so we 
need the densities to get investment 

 Quiet zone needed at Tamarack 
Ave and railroad 

 Overpass at Chestnut Ave and 
railroad 

 Traffic calming at Chestnut Ave/ 
Roosevelt St and Walnut Ave/ 
Roosevelt St 

 Pedestrian friendly streets: 

 Sidewalks 

 Traffic calming:  
 Decorative pavements 
 Narrow streets 
 Roundabouts 
 Medians (landscaped) 

 Greenbelts 

 Underground utilities 
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 TABLE 3 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 Don’t need a core in 
Barrio. Village is the 
core center—we can 
use the Village 

 Important features: 
 Lola’s 
 Museum 
o Park 

 Some thought the Barrio has too 
many multifamily dwellings – no 
need for more 

 Others thought multifamily 
dwellings should be located along 
the freeway or railroad 

 2 stories maximum 
 Remove empty gas station on 
Tamarack Ave – replace with retail 

 Mixed uses – resident serving 
businesses on bottom floor and 
residential on 2nd floor 

 Community garden for Barrio 
Remove eye sore on Roosevelt St 
(steel building) 

 Park should be finished 
 Formal garden (like a rose garden), 
with places to sit  

 YMCA – small scale, swimming pool 
 Quaint – “Village like” 

 Install sidewalks and trees 
 Manmade lakes with greenbelt 
 Clean streets and alleys 
 Parking restrictions on front yard 
 Restrict street parking on some main streets 
and replace with bike paths separated from 
cars 

 Underground utilities 
 Reduce front yard setback to allow a front 
porch 

 Architecture streetlights and addition of 
more lights 

 Access to the beach from Chestnut Ave 
 Streetlights 
 Walking trails 
 Bike path marked on the street 
 Sidewalks with trees 
 Underground utilities 

 Improving street character would encourage 
home owners to move back into the Barrio 
(most owners live elsewhere) 
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TABLE 4 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core” – intersection of 
Roosevelt St and Walnut 
Ave 

 Important features: 
o Lola’s 
o Barrio Museum (needs 

to be renovated) 
o Historic homes, like the 

Ramirez House 
o Chase field 

 Improve landmarks 

 Enhance Mexican-
American style 

 Higher density along the tracks and 
freeway 

 2 stories, maximum 3 stories 

 Parking issues needs to be addressed 

 Live work units 

 Professional space 

 Open space 

 Light retail/mixed use 

 Bring back the Fiesta del Barrio 

 Property west of Pine Park (Madison St 
lot): Could be used for event parking.  

 Native plants/community garden 

 Add community pool (indoor) 

 Chestnut Ave bridge at railroad 
with a unique statement that 
says it’s the Barrio 

 Roundabouts 

 Extend the sidewalks at the 
intersections (bulbouts) to 
increase pedestrian visibility 

 More benches 

 Beautification through public art 

 Pedestrian lighting 

 Underground utilities 

 Wider sidewalks 
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TABLE 5 NOTES  
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core” - Pine Park 
and Lola’s: toss-up 
between the two.  

 Preserve Lola’s, 
museum, pool hall 
building 

 Preserve vintage 
homes 

 Struggle with density. Don’t want 
apartments 

 Talked about encouraging row-homes  
 50’ wide lots could be split into 25’ lots, 
with rowhouses, parking access from alley 

 Location/height of multifamily 
 Along freeway (east of Harding) and 
along Madison 

 2 stories/35’ max (allow roof decks) 
 East of Harding –3 to 4 stories (45’ max) 

 More mixed-use on Roosevelt St, north of 
Lola’s to Village 

 Industrial uses to stay on Tyler St.  
 Accommodate youth and cultural activity 
 Finish Pine Park 
 Pine Park - more activities like craft shows, 
farmers markets, small concerts, etc. 

 Skate park 

 PRIORITY - Rail crossing at Chestnut 
Ave 

 Traffic calming on Madison St-  
roundabouts 

 Street signs that are unique: 
historical markers.  

 Decorative streetlights 
 Extend rail trail to Village 
 Fix sidewalk along Chestnut Ave 
 Enhance access under I-5 (Chestnut) 
 Traffic concerns near Jefferson  
Elementary (entrance improvements) 

 Maintain and improve access to 
commercial etc (I-5/Oak Ave) 

 All lots have City ROW in front. Some 
owners do a good job in maintaining 
it, others don’t—city assistance with 
landscaping would be great 
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TABLE 5 MAP 1 
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TABLE 5 MAP 2 
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TABLE 6 NOTES  
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core” – between 
Pine Ave and  
Chestnut Ave/ 
Roosevelt St and 
Harding St 

 Important features: 
o The people (a lot of 

3rd /4th generation 
families in the area) 

o Corner of Madison 
St and Walnut Ave  

o Pine Park and Chase 
Field 

o Boys Club 
 Barrio museum - split 
opinion – if we are 
going to keep it, then 
fix it up 

 Don’t replace single family with 
multifamily 

 Keep zoning as is 
 Density needs to match zoning  
 Don’t want cracker box houses – want 
every house to be unique 

 Need site by site assessment to evaluate 
quality of buildings – if it’s run-down/bad 
condition, then tear it down 

 Make standards more flexible 
 Make it easier to maintain and upgrade 
homes 

 Do away the requirement for garage (for 
lots with widths of 50’ or less) 

 Allow tandem parking to count toward 
parking requirement 

 Allowing two driveways (circular 
driveways)—where lots are 50’ wide.  

 Make it more affordable to build modular 
homes 

 Do more to get grants to help people 
with their properties 

 Improve infrastructure 
 Finish Pine Park 
 Don’t need more commercial uses 
 Don’t want change 
 More activities like Jazz in the Park and 
street fairs 

 I-5 expansion will impact how we feel 
about things—need more information 

 Need more and better street 
lights 

 Need better traffic 
management/calming 

 Undergrounding utilities. 
Roosevelt St and Madison St 
have been undergrounded.  

 Improve gas and water lines (in 
some cases they are stacked 
vertically)  

 Need street sweeping in alleys 
 Want a crossing at Chestnut 
Ave 
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TABLE 6 MAP 1 
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TABLE 6 MAP 2 
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TABLE 7 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 Some thought the core 
is between Oak Ave and 
Chestnut Ave, and 
Roosevelt St and Pine 
Park 

 Others thought the core 
was larger – between 
Carlsbad Village Drive 
and Chestnut Ave/ 
Railroad and Harding St 

 Important features: 
o Lola’s museum 
o Senior center 

 Church - Old St. Patrick 

 Some thought why have high density 
in the Barrio?  Density is fine as is. 
Don’t increase housing. Will add 
traffic 

 Others thought high density should be 
located close to freeway, north of 
Chestnut and Walnut avenues 

 Some people thought density should 
not go above 15 units/acre 

 Others thought 25-28 units/acre is 
okay 

 2 stories, but maybe could go to 3 
 Allow granny flats 
 Revitalize Barrio homes – permit 
process faster/easier; no 
reassessment penalty 

 Railroad crossing at Chestnut Ave 
 Community garden  
o Educate people on growing food  

 Holistic/peace center 
 Fabric shop 
 Mixed use  

 Traffic: too fast. Want slower speeds. 
Roundabouts would be good 

 Chestnut Ave open from east to west 
 Sidewalk on Tyler St (widen street; 
parking on both sides) 

 Overhead crosswalk/undercrossing at 
railroad and Chestnut Ave (if overhead 
crosswalk – seniors will need elevator 
or escalator).  

 Underground utilities 
 Plan transit next to high density 
 Smaller buses/transportation to 
transport people/seniors from Barrio 
to PO or banks, libraries, beach, at 
reasonable prices.  

 Traffic is horrible by school – need to 
study what can be done 

 Need more parking 
 Improve timing of street lights 

 Barrio gets unequal treatment 
compared to other areas 
(maintenance, trees, etc) 
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TABLE 8 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing 

Connectivity and Streetscape 
Improvements 

 “Core” – generally 
between railroad and 
Harding St/Oak Ave and 
Magnolia Ave 

 Important features: 
o Roosevelt St/Walnut 

Ave intersection 
o Chase field and Pine 

Park 
o Boys and Girls Club 
o Roosevelt St as Main 

Street 

 Roosevelt St west to 
railroad 

 West end by railroad tracks – 
additional multifamily housing 2-3 
stories 

 East end (Pine-Palm/east of Harding) 
higher density/3 stories 

 Center of Barrio – lower density/2 
stories 

 Perhaps some mixed-use from Lola’s 
to Village along Roosevelt St 

 East of Tyler St 3 stories 
 Finish park 
 Neighborhood services and shops 
 No boxing 
 Skate park 

 Roundabouts and crosswalks should 
have flashing lights  

 Roosevelt St roundabouts at 
Chestnut Ave and Walnut Ave   

 Underground utilities 
 Chestnut Ave through to beach 
 Roosevelt St and Madison St – 
pedestrian friendly (safer crossings) 

 Quiet Crossings at railroad 
 Safer railroad crossing at Carlsbad 
Village Drive  

 Wider sidewalks, add bike lanes  
 Continue rail trail 
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TABLE 9 NOTES AND MAP 
Cultural and Historic 

Character 
Land Use and Housing Connectivity and Streetscape Improvements 

 “Core” – around the 
two parks and 
extending west to 
Roosevelt St  

  This was the original 
play ground 

 Keep the area around the core 
as is 

 Police substation  
 If a house/building has been 
empty for 20 years, it should 
be knocked down 

 Finish the project across from 
Lola’s or knock it down 

 No more stores 
 Future Barrio Museum – if city 
owned, the city should only 
fund a “city” museum, not a 
private museum 

 Retain historical buildings 

 Improve underpass to Holiday Park and Library 
 Provide parking between park and Chase Field 
 Pine trees need to be removed (roots are 
invasive) around Senior Center 

 More benches 
 Many areas don’t have enough parking  
 Several homes are overcrowded/illegal 
residents 

 Walking areas should have cobblestones and 
artwork displays 

 Safer underpass 
 More lighting on all the streets 
 Banners in Barrio 
 Build a bridge to beach 
 Keep wide streets (like Roosevelt St) 
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